
“Coyote Finishes His Work” 
Retold by Barry Lopez 

1. This oral tale has been passed down from what tribe? 

2. When translated, what does this tribe’s name mean?

3. Who “coined” this name? 

4. Google the tribe’s name. What state is the tribe located?

5. In 1877, who was the leader? 

6. What did he say when he surrendered to federal troops? Quote it! 

7. Looking back at your notes from last week, what are two archetypes that fit within this myth?

8. What type of archetype is Coyote? 

9. Coyote was known for many things. What were 6 characteristics of Coyote? (There are a lot! You can 
list these.)

10. What aspects, or parts, of Coyote’s personality seem to contradict each other? Choose two. 

11. How did he get himself in trouble?

12. In 1 or 2 sentences, what aspects of life are explained in this myth?  

13. What type of myth is this? (You can probably find this in your notes as well!)

14. What do you think “Other Side Camp” might be?

15. Spirit has multiple meanings. Look up its definitions in a dictionary. Based on what you have read 
so far, which definition of spirit do you think is being used here?


